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BY MICHELLE KRUEGER
Times Correspondent

When you consider the daily news cov-
erage about the plight of our economy and
the current state of the national housing
market, it’s no surprise that Brad Ericks of
Cook Builders has encountered a handful of
homeowners wondering whether now is
really the best time to build a new home.

Some, who had found just what they
were looking for in a builder when they
visited the Cook Builders model at 8958
Crooked Bend in St. John’s exclusive Lake
Hills neighborhood, even considered post-
poning their plans to design and build the
home of their dreams, at least for a bit.

“What ’ve been telling them is, with all

things considered, it couldn’t be a better
time to build,” he said. “Interest rates are
the best they’ve been in a long time, and
our subcontractors and suppliers are work-
ing very hard to remain competitive by
avoiding price increases. Odds are that
pricing isn’t going to stay where it is right
now. As shipping costs continue to rise,
those costs will be passed on to consumers
in time. As soon as the market starts com-
ing back, with many people predicting that
it will rebound in the next 6 months, prices
will definitely increase.”

Family owned and operated since 1974,
Cook Builders has built some of the finest
custom homes in many of northwest Indi-
ana’s most desirable neighborhoods. Rang-
ing in price from the $200s to well over $1
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million, every home built by Cook Builders
is a one-of-a-kind project from start to fin-
ish. The same attention to detail, quality
products and experienced group of hand-
selected subcontractors comes together to
make your dream a reality regardless of the
budget.

See COOK, 14

FOR MORE INFO

For more information on how you can take
advantage of today's home buying power,
contact Brad Ericks of Cook Builders at
Brad@CookBuilders.com, the company'’s office
located at 6919 W. Lincoln Highway at (219)
322-3303 or log on to www.CookBuilders.com.
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Led by owner Richard
Cook, the current president
of the Building Industries
Association of Northwest
Indiana (BIA), who founded
the business in 1974, Cook
Builders started out doing a
considerable amount of
referral home remodeling
and commercial work. Over
time, the company’s focus
turned to residential build-
ing, and for the last 10 years
Cook Builders has created
an impressive portfolio of
custom-built homes.

“We sit down with every
homeowner and go over
plans to find out exactly
what they want in a home,”
Ericks, who has been with
the company over 4 years
and works closely with each
and every client alongside
Cook, said. “Throughout the
entire process, Rich, Wade
Cunha and I are the point
people when it comes to
customer service. A lot of
people tell us that it’s very
rare for the owner of a com-
pany to be so involved, but
Rich sets a great example
and is very protective of his
reputation.”

Steadfast in their com-
mitment to build homes
that are beautiful, solid and
efficient, Cook Builders rou-
tinely includes standard fea-
tures such as Andersen
Low-E windows, 2 x 6 exte-
rior wall construction,
blown-in cellulose R-25
insulation in exterior walls,
and significant flooring and
cabinetry allowances.

“We build thicker exteri-
or walls, which allows us to
use more insulation, making
the home even more energy
efficient,” Ericks said.
“Every home we build is
independently tested for an
Energy Star rating, with the
majority of our homes regis-
tering a five-star-plus rating,
the highest recognized by
the program.”

To see the impeccable
quality and craftsmanship of

Cook-built home for your-
self, visit the Lake Hills
model weekdays from 2:30-
4:30pm and on the week-
ends from 1:00-3:00pm.

This impressive show-
place demonstrates some of
the finer details Cook
Builders can add to your
custom home. With 2,852
square feet, this 1 1/2-story 4
bedroom home features an
amazing walkout lower level
plus stunning main floor
great room with built-in wet
bar for entertaining and
direct vent fireplace high-
lighted by natural stone sur-
round. The gourmet kitchen
includes stainless steel
appliances and custom cabi-
nets with granite tops.
Attractive hardwood and
tile flooring are featured
throughout the main level
which also includes the
well-appointed master suite
with enormous marble
shower and walk-in closet.

While this home is also
available for viewing by
appointment and priced at
$559,000, Cook Builders
recently completed a 1,600
square foot ranch home
priced in the lower $180s on
a client’s lot in Cedar Lake.
Both homes share Cook’s
custom quality, just on dif-
ferent levels, according to
Ericks. Some of the finishing

materials may change, but
the same high level of quali-
ty and attention to detail
remain the same.

“Because of our energy-
conscious building prac-
tices, Energy Star® has rec-
ognized us for building
100% of our homes in the
past two years with 5-Star
or 5-Star Plus ratings,” he
said. “These are the highest
ratings possible which will
save each of our homeown-
ers hundreds or thousands
of dollars per year in gas
and electric consumption.”

Cook Builders is happy to
build your home on your lot
or one of their lots which
are currently available in
Lake Hills, Crown Point’s
White Hawk Country Club
or Feather Rock. Five of

their last 10 homes were
built for clients who owned
their own lots.

“We must be doing
something right, as we have
been fortunate to continue
building and working con-
sistently with our select
subcontractors. There is a
fairly distinct difference
between our local housing
market and what’s being
reported in the national
media,” Ericks said. “From
our experience, there are
definitely people interested
in building a new home
here, it’s just a question of
the timing. When they see
all of the nice details they’re
getting for such a fair price
with Cook Builders, they
definitely see that now is
the time.”




